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Mr. Childers and on his relation to the Commander-in-Chief, wishes
to state to Your Majesty that, in consequence of what he had
observed, it had been his intention, and is so still, to make sure
that Mr. Childers is fully informed with all that is due to the high
station of the Commander-in-Chiefx as a Prince of the Blood, and
he earnestly hopes that confidence may be fully exchanged be-
tween them.
Mr. Gladstone has not learned that the appointment of Mr.
Childers has given rise to any of the alarm which is so justly
deprecated by Your Majesty, and he believes that the discretion
of Mr. Childers will be such as to obviate every just apprehen-
sion. Indeed the remark with which he began is not in any
manner founded on a suspicion that it is necessary in the case of
Mr. Childers.
With regard to Sir Charles Dilke, Mr. Gladstone now submits
his name for an appointment2 which he is eminently qualified to
fill with honor and advantage. Even had the prospect in this
respect been less satisfactory, the position of Sir C. Dilke in the
House of Commons has been so advanced by his conduct in quite
recent years (subject perhaps to a single exception) that it would
have been neither politic nor just to pass him by. Mr. Gladstone,
however, has not been unmindful of some incidents of prior
history, and on these, without troubling Your Majesty now at any
great length, he will be quite prepared to make explanations to
Your Majesty should they be deserved, when, as he hopes, he
has the honor of an audience at Windsor tomorrow,
634 (Copy). Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
LONDON, April 2,j. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone . . . under the urgency of the case, fearing
that some accident has occurred, humbly requests Your Majesty
to understand that he is not yet in possession of Your Majesty's
pleasure on the Cabinet appointments, except those submitted
on Saturday and the Chancellorship of the Duchy 3: nor on the
Vice Royalty of India. Rumour is busy, and acts are founded
upon rumour out of doors and Mr. Gladstone will humbly ex-
plain to Your Majesty tomorrow the special reasons of this
intrusion.
1 The Duke of Cambridge.             2 Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs.
3 Mr. John Bright.